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Between 1954 and 1964

The Railroad Scale House (X-1 Building) houses a portion of the scale used to weigh freight cars to test the accuracy of their claimed loads, and is connected to the rest of the scale, which 
is located underneath the adjacent railroad siding in the scale beam pit.  To weigh a car, the train is shunted from the main rail line onto the siding to the west of the scale house in such a 
way as to position the car directly over the scale track.  The weight register is read from inside the scale house.  A trap door in the floor of the scale house provides access to the scale 
underneath the tracks.  A scale house has been situated at the location of the present one since about October 1950, when the Transcontinental Weight Bureau Test Car, as per requests 
from General Electric's Transportation Division and the Washington Public Service Commission, arrived in the recently-established Richland Classification Yard to test the railroad scales.  At 
the time, the scale house, located in the then-new 1100 Area north of Richland and south of the 300 Area, was one of two scale houses at the Hanford Site.  (The other scale house, at the 
Riverland Classification Yard, was demolished in the mid- to late-1950s.)  The Richland Classification Yard could hold up to 280 cars at a time, and was used as a switching area for Union 
Pacific and Northern Pacific freight train cars coming from the south to be made into trains attached to Hanford Site diesel engines which would be allowed to enter into the highly secure 
operating areas.   (See continuation sheet)

The one-story X-1 Building is located at the southern end of the Richland Classification Yard in the 1100 Area, to the east of the scale track siding and other railroad tracks.  Set on a 
concrete slab foundation, the rectangular, wood-framed Railroad Scale House is sheathed in asbestos shingles.  The latter were applied over earlier asphalt siding before 1964.  The exterior 
walls are finished with wooden corner boards.  Sloping from west to east, the shed roof has slightly overhanging eaves.  It is covered with corrugated metal roofing, which was applied over 
composition roofing sometime after 1964.   The door and windows are wood framed.  The one entrance, on the east end of the north side, has a wooden door with a window set into the 
upper portion.  There is a pair of windows on the east side, and one window on the west end of the south side.  All windows, with the exception of the one in the door, were originally double-
hung but were converted at an unknown date to having the upper sash fixed.  Building measurements are 13 feet, 7 inches by 25 feet.

The interior, which consists of a single room, has wooden floors, and plasterboard walls and ceiling.  There is a trapdoor in the floor leading to the weighing mechanism underneath the 
railroad tracks.  The portion of the Fairbanks-Morse scale which allows the weight of a rail car to be read is situated along the western side of the room.


